
  

 

Congratulations to Tania Al-

mond for hers winning cap-

tion for July’s picture: 

 

Florida's famous swamp ape 

heading for high ground as 

Storm Elsa approached 
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Friends for Fun, Safety  
& Knowledge 

Gathering held at Mission BBQ, 5602 W Waters Ave, Tampa 
Saturday, August 21, 2021 Eat @ 6, Meet @ 7PM 

Here’s the August picture.  

Please email or text me with your caption! 
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Joke of the Month 
 

What fruits are mentioned 
most in history? 

 
Dates! 

 

 Wow!  Wing Ding is over, July is over and we head into what is 
usually the hottest month in Florida. We are tough though and we keep 
on riding!! 
 
 We had a great time at Wing Ding. Most of you were at the Gath-
ering in July and heard of most of our escapades. Yes, I wrote the good 
stuff down so I would remember who did some funny things. I do think I 
forgot something I did, so forgive me!  We did the dinners, entertain-
ment, shopped, ate, played cards and just enjoyed ourselves. We did 
some great Ozark Mountain riding after Wing Ding for a couple of days 
and then had a great ride back. Some of us purchased new rain suits 
and I can tell you that the jacket worked very well. I would imagine the 
pants would have if we had put them on!! Next year Wing Ding is in 
Shreveport, Louisiana. It will be the first time it is being held there and I 
bet it will be tons of fun. As they say in Louisiana, let the good times roll! 
 
 Thanks to Bruce Schlimme for leading the Wednesday ride when 
Bob and I were gone to Pigeon Forge. Bruce knows all the roads and is 
a good leader so I know you had a good time. 
 
 For quite a few years in a row we held the “Rider Cup.” It was a 
mini golf tournament. Some years we invited other chapters and some 
years we just did it within our Chapter. Most of the courses we used 
were either torn down or went to ruin. There is a new one being built in 
Wesley Chapel and when it is completed I will check it out and set up a 
time to resume our competition. We had shirts made for the winner, we 
also gave out trophies and had pizza and sodas. It was lots of fun and 
we will bring it back as soon as possible. 
 
 I would like to bring back our Ice Cream Ride Contest as well. I 
will work on that and the winner will get a nice price. 
 
 If you have anything you want to do as a Chapter please check 
into it and let us know so we can get it on the calendar. Any suggestions 
are welcome. 
 
 Stay cool and stay safe. 

  

     Nan 

Senior Chapter  

Director 

 

Nan Shrader 

 

SENIOR CHAPTER DIRECTOR 

Quote of the Month 
 

I am not a product of my 
circumstances. 

 
I am a product of my deci-

sions. 

. 

Visit our website 
www.fl1a.org 
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We had 1 TRC, 1 ERC and 1 
Medic/First Aid Class. 
 
 The total count for the 
year was 136 events with 
2,145 attendees.  Not a bad 
year at all. 
We have some great plans for 
2018 so always keep your eyes 

on the calendar for all of the 
fun stuff coming up. 
In closing thanks to all the 

members of Chapter FL1-A for 

a great year and remember 

we are the BEST Chapter in 

 Editor’s Note: The Unofficial ACD wrote an article this month. Thank you, Carol.  

 
 

IS SKY MED WORTH IT? 
 
 Quick Answer is an astounding YES! 
 
 When Vicki got SkyMed, I wondered about getting it for Lonnie and me. I de-
cided if we were going to be doing the traveling that we wanted to do we really should 
have the extra protection, not only because pf Lonnie’s health issues but my own as 
well. Lonnie wasn’t to sure but as everyone knows, I make the decisions on stuff like 
that. We signed up at our Chapter meeting when their representatives were there to 
give the “sales pitch” presentation. 
 
 Vicki had her accident on May 2

nd
 and I got a real life lesson on just how valu-

able this Emergency Travel Insurance is. From the very beginning, after I spoke with 
Jim at SkyMed, he worked with me on all the aspects of the helicopter bill being paid 
when Vicki was transferred from the hospital in Cherokee, NC to the hospital in Ashe-
ville, NC. He then arranged transport from the Asheville facility to Tampa Airport and 
on to Bayonet Hospital in Hudson. Jim arranged air transportation for both Vicki and 
me. Vicki had a licensed medical professional as an escort from Asheville, to the air-
port, on the airplane and from the airport until she was admitted to Bayonet Hospital. 
 
 From the first hospital to the second in North Carolina, I was unable to travel 
with Vicki on the helicopter (bummer) but the hospital called a taxi service and I paid 
them up front for the charge (using Vicki’s charge card, since I had her wallet-LOL) 
and I submitted that bill on Vicki’s behalf when we got home and it was paid very 
quickly. 
 
 Vicki has not even seen bills from the helicopter (which Jim at SkyMed as-
sured me was paid before Vicki was discharged from the Asheville hospital), the air-
line tickets for our travel, or the escort home. Walter (our escort) was a godsend for 
the trip home. He took charge and got us both safely to the airport, on the plane, off 
the plane, and to Bayonet Hospital. We could not have asked for anyone to have 
been more attentive to her needs (and mine too) and her safety. He even arranged for 
me to have a wheelchair when we changed planes in Charlotte because I have a hard 
time walking very far. Without it, we would not have made our connecting flight. 
 
 I cannot say enough good things about the entire experience. While I really 
wish I could turn back time and have the accident not happen to my BFF, we all know 
that life throws you curves and fortunately, with Skymed, Vicki was covered for the 
unexpected expenses. You may never need this type coverage but if you travel a lot, I 
highly recommend it. 
 
 Ride Safe, 
 

     Carol 

 
 

 

Assistant Chapter  

Director 

Vicki Cummings 

 

ASST CHAPTER DIRECTOR 

Chapter FL1-A Tampa "A" Team Gold Wing Road Riders 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Chapter-FL1-A-Tampa-A-Team-Gold-Wing-Road-Riders/181455088628228
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Hello to All! 
 
 Florida District Riding and MFA Classes are in full operation and available 
upon your request.  For ARC and TRC Classes contact Dominick at Dominick-
flde@gmail.com or (813) 927-0120 (leave a message and I will call you back).  For 
MFA Classes contact Claudia Vega at rvega19854@gmail.com. 
 
 It's that time of year again. Afternoon showers are here. Be prepared! Make 
sure you pack a rain suit in your bike or bikes if you have more than one. It is easier 
to put a rain suit in each bike rather than transferring your rain suit around each 
time you change bikes. There is too much of a chance that you might forget to do 
so.  
 
 Alter your riding habits when it is raining. Slow down! Visibility is limited when 
the rain is hitting you in the face. With water staying on your windshield, face shield 
and/or glasses, your ability to see as far as needed to avoid obstacles is limited. In-
crease your following distance. You don't want to have to stop in a hurry and risk 
sliding on the wet roadway. Remember. when you do stop or slow around intersec-
tions there is a buildup of oil in the center of the lane that floats to the surface when 
it rains. This area is extremely slippery especially at the beginning of the rain. If you 
have to ride on the interstate, use the right lane so the high-speed idiots (cars, 
trucks or motorcycles) can go flying by you. Expect to get splashed as they pass so 
you are not caught off guard. Ride in the center of the right lane. Thanks to the 
heavy trucks, the center of the right lane is the highest point with no or less water 
so that is where you need to be. A two-wheel motorcycle or trike can hydroplane. 
Don't let this freak you out if it happens. If it does happen, don't go for the brakes. 
Just roll off the throttle and let your machine settle itself down and regain traction. 
Remember most Florida rains have a short part of a heavy downpour. It is best to 
pull into some shelter and wait out the heavy stuff. Your cell phone is a good source 
to look at the weather Doppler and plan your route accordingly. Sometimes you can 
go a few miles out of your way and avoid the rain altogether. Expect to get caught 
in afternoon rains this time of the year and plan and ride accordingly. 
 
 We are here to assist you with your training needs. 

  

  Dominick & Diane 

RIDING IN THE RAIN 

District  

Educator 

 

Dominick & Diane 

Desiato 

 

mailto:Dominickflde@gmail.com
mailto:Dominickflde@gmail.com
mailto:rvega19854@gmail.com
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HOT WEATHER RIDING 

Skills Enhance-

ment  

Coordinator 

Dominick & 

Diane 

 The hot weather is here. Daily temperatures are in the 90's with "feels like" 
temperatures being in the 100's. I was riding today and the Tire Pressure Monitoring 
System display showed the temperature of my rear tire was 116 degrees. With noth-
ing but hot air blowing through my mess jacket I also felt like I was at 116 degrees.   
 
 Most of us still want to ride. Try altering your riding schedule. Leave earlier in 
the day so you can return before the hot afternoon sun begins beating down on 
you. Try some evening rides and go watch a sunset.  
  
 You should still wear "All The Gear All The Time." Crashes are unplanned 
events so you should be ready to go down at any moment. It is sad that you have to 
think that way but you do. There are enough fools in four wheels ready to ruin your 
day. Wear lightweight clothing under your riding gear so when you get to your desti-
nation you can strip off your outer riding gear to cooler attire to wear at your destina-
tion. A tank top under a lightweight mesh summer riding jacket and shorts under rid-
ing pants work well. Sweating a little under protective gear is actually healthier for 
you than letting the moving hot air dry out and dehydrate your body.   
 
  Take breaks more often and after shorter distances. Have a cup holder 
mounted on your bike where you can easily reach a cup filled with ice water. Having 
a drink in your cup containing electrolytes is even better. Don't have any of your skin 
exposed directly to sunlight. Developing Melanoma on your skin is always a possibil-
ity. Wear sunscreen on areas of your body you cannot cover with clothing.  
 
 Ride safe and try to stay cool, 
 
           
     Dominick & Diane 

  

Membership  

Enhancement  

Coordinator 

Bruce Schlimme 

 

 From one GWRRA member to another, July has been a month to re-
member; with Wing Ding, rides and dinners we have had a full month. 
 
 We have new members so when you see a new face (or faces) at one of 
our events, introduce yourself and get to know them!  Always be on the lookout 
for more members. If you need GWRRA place cards come see me. That’s a 
great way to break the ice and recruit new members.  
 
 Keep the shiny side up and I will see you on the road! 
 
 

     Bruce 

MEMBERSHIP ENHANCEMENT 
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Gathering held at Mission BBQ, 5602 W Waters Ave, Tampa 

January 2013 
January 2013 

AUGUST 2021 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
Ride to Papa 
Joes. KSU Race-
Trac @ SR52 & 
I75 @ 10:30AM 
 
 

2 3 4 
Weekday Ride 
KSU RaceTrac @ 
SR52 &I75@ 
10:30AM 

5 6 
Dinner @  
Hungry Harrys, 
3116 Land 
O’Lakes Blvd.  
Meet there @ 
7PM 

7 

8 
Lunch Ride to 
Pecks. KSU Race-
Trac @ SR 52 & 
41 @ 10AM 

9 10 11 
Weekday Ride 
KSU RaceTrac @ 
SR52 &I75@ 
10:30AM 
 
 

12 13 
Dinner @  
Daddy’s Grill 
3682 Tampa Rd, 
Oldsmar. Meet 
there @ 7PM 

14 
 

15 
Breakfast Ride 
to Roosters 
Cafe, Brooks-
ville. KSU Race-
Trac @ SR52 & 
I75 @ 9AM 

16 17 18 
Weekday Ride 
KSU RaceTrac @ 
SR52 &I75@ 
10:30AM 
 
 

19 20 
Dinner @ Inn on 
the Gulf, 6330 
Clark St, Hud-
son. Meet there 
@ 7PM 

21 
FL1-A Gathering 
Mission BBQ 
Eat @ 6PM 
Meet @ 7PM 

 
 
 

22 
Ice Cream @ Or-
ange Cycle Cream-
ery, Tarpon 
Springs. Meet 
there @ 7PM 
 

23 24 25 
Weekday Ride 
KSU RaceTrac @ 
SR52 &I75@ 
10:30AM 

26 
 

27 
Dinner @  
Glory Days 
14457 N Dale 
Mabry. Meet 
there @ 7PM 

28 

29 
Ride TBA 

30 
 

31 
 
 
 
 
Wings Over the 
Smokies (thru 
9/3) 
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JULY JOURNEYS 
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Upcoming GWRRA Events 

Sept. 2— 4  Wings Over the Smokies  
   North Carolina District Rally    Waynesville, NC 
 
Sept. 16 - 18  3rd Annual “Come Ride With Us”   Dillard, GA 
   Georgia District Riding Rally  
 
Sept 30—Oct 2  “Monster Mash” Alabama District Rally   Eufala, AL 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Happy GWRRA Birthday! 

 
If only one person is listed, his/her spouse joined on a different date and will be listed during the appro-

priate month. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

MaryAnn Skals  August 1 
Debbie Richardson August 5 
Tim Roth  August 13 
Joe Kerfoot  August 26 
Diane Desiato  August 29
   

Curtis & Kathey Matthews  August 4 

None this Month 
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