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Editor’s Note: Look in this newsletter for a GWRRA membership number. First person who emails me 
with the number gets a prize at the next event we are able to hold. 



2 

 

Joke of the Month 
 

A frustrated father vented, 
"When I was a teenager and 

got in trouble, I was sent to my 
room without supper.  But my 
son has his own computer, and 
CD player and cell phone in his 

room." 
 

"So what do you do to him?" 
asked his friend. 

 
"I send him to my room!" 

exclaimed the father. 

 
 

 

 Well, I must say Bob and I miss you all and all the great rides and fun 
we always have.  With that said I am glad that no one in our Chapter to my 
knowledge has come down with the virus.  That is great news. 
 
 We have gotten some things done around the house but I have had no 
interest in cleaning out closets or drawers so that will be for another time!  
Congratulations to any of you that have done that! 
 
 Five of us from our Chapter took the on line Co-Riders Course.  It was a 
great class, one of the best Co-Riders courses I have taken.  Zoom is a great 
way to keep in touch and get educated.  If you have Zoom and want to take a 
class, don't hesitate.  They will be online for at least until the end of May. 
 
 The International Couple of the Year was announced recently.  Bob and 
Karla Greer from Georgia were selected as the Southeast Couple.  They are ter-
rific people.  Bob and I have know them for many years and their dedication 
and hard work to GWRRA has been awesome.  Congratulations to Bob and 
Karla. 
 
 As you all probably know by now, Wing Ding in Springfield, Missouri has 
been canceled.  I know that we are all disappointed but it was probably the 
right decision.  I am sure that Home Office put a lot of thought  into their deci-
sion and probably agonized over it so next year we will just have to have a dou-
ble good time! 
 
 Our Auction/Picnic was scheduled for May 16th.  The location where 
we were going to hold it has decided that no large groups will be able to use 
the facility until further notice.  We will schedule the auction as soon as possi-
ble.  So as I write this it does seem that things may be slowly opening up in 
Florida sometime soon.  I know we all look forward to going back to normal 
and one day it will happen.  Until that time please keep in touch and stay well. 
 
 
 

     Nan 

Senior Chapter  

Director 

 

SENIOR CHAPTER DIRECTOR 

Quote of the Month 
 

It's amazing the great 

number of people in my life 

that I wouldn't have met if it 

weren’t for motorcycles. 

 

 

Chapter FL1-A Tampa "A" Team Gold Wing Road Riders 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Chapter-FL1-A-Tampa-A-Team-Gold-Wing-Road-Riders/181455088628228
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We had 1 TRC, 1 ERC and 1 
Medic/First Aid Class. 
 
 The total count for the 
year was 136 events with 
2,145 attendees.  Not a bad 
year at all. 
We have some great plans for 
2018 so always keep your eyes 

on the calendar for all of the 
fun stuff coming up. 
In closing thanks to all the 

members of Chapter FL1-A for 

a great year and remember 

we are the BEST Chapter in 

 Well here we go another month gone by, and what a boring month it 
has been. Let us hope this is finally coming to a completion and we can get 
back to normal, do some riding, and enjoy the beautiful weather we have been 
having. 
 
 As far as things to write about not much, we have been enjoying the 
time with lots of visiting with our Great Grandson, and the rest of our family. 
But we sure miss being able to visit with the other Chapter members, and en-
joy some good restaurant food. Ginger is not one who enjoys cooking so it is 
left up to me to do the cooking, and I enjoy having someone wait on me.  But I 
did cook her a nice porterhouse steak dinner on Sunday. Boy, was that good!!!  
Well, here’s hoping that this is all cleared up prior to our plans for Memorial 
Weekend 3-night stay at the Jensen Beach motel.  
 
 Ginger has me doing a lot of honey-do things that I have been neglect-
ing, like cleaning the gutters and washing the exterior of our home. Sure is bor-
ing sitting around doing nothing but watching the tube and working. 
 
 Let us hear it for getting back to normal and doing some riding!!!!! 
 
 Till next month, 

    Bud & Ginger  

 From the home of your MEC’s, trying to stay home even with the call of 
riding. Chapter A is doing its best to stay home with just a few rides planned, 
keeping the guidelines in mind.  
 
 The next couple of months will see us all out riding and enjoying each 
other’s company. Until then keep safe, ride when you can, and know we will be 
back together soon.  
 
  

     Bruce and Vicki   

 

 

ASSISTANT CHAPTER DIRECTOR 

Assistant Chapter  

Director 

Bud & Ginger Marion 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP ENHANCEMENT 

Membership  

Enhancement 

Bruce Schlimme 

Vicki Cummings 
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 I would be remiss if I didn’t talk about the Coronavirus as it relates to motor-
cycling.  Disclaimer:  I am not a doctor and I DID NOT stay at a Holiday Inn Express.  
(That’s a joke if you don’t get the reference.)  So, how do we deal with the Coronavirus threat as it 
pertains to us, “The Motorcyclists”?  
 
 Let’s start with what should be our safety premise anyway when we are permitted to ride.  
ATGATT-All The Gear All The Time.  Let’s look at how wearing the appropriate safety gear can help 
prevent the spread of a virus.  Start with the helmet:  Leave your face shield down while talking to 
other people.  It kind of makes it hard to hug or kiss someone with your helmet still on.  If you 
sneeze, although messy, at least you are keeping your germs to yourself.  It’s also hard to acciden-
tally touch your eyes, nose or mouth if your face shield is down.  Your gloves: Leave your gloves on 
when you get off your bike at the gas station.  Try getting your money or credit card out and back 
into your wallet with your gloves still on.  Wipe off you credit card with disinfectant after each use.  
Punch any key pads with your glove covered finger and operate the pump handle with your gloves 
still on.  If you accidentally go to shake someone’s hand your glove will serve as a barrier.  Keep your 
jacket on just in case you accidentally lean up against something you should not have.  I hope I don’t 
have to mention exposed legs as well. 
 
 Some additional safety precautions being told to us are by governmental officials are:  Avoid 
Crowded Places.  Do Not Use Public Transportation.  Stay in Well Ventilated Places.  Keep A Safe Dis-
tance Between You and Others.  And finally:  Maintain A Positive Attitude.  Well, I don’t know about 
you but I think I can accomplish all of those restrictions by “Riding My Motorcycle.” 
 
 We have been riding our motorcycle, when it is permitted, during this pandemic.  We have 
noticed an increase in bicyclists, boaters, and other motorcyclists.  These are all good ways to get 
out of the house yet stay spread apart from others.  
  
 Be careful around small family member children.  The common reaction when greeting 
them would be to hug and kiss them.  Remember small children are more likely to be carriers of the 
Coronavirus without catching it themselves or showing any symptoms.  
 
  Just a quick training note:  Before the Coronavirus restrictions arrived, we were working on 
a much-needed Rider Training Site for GWRRA members in the Tampa area.  The restrictions came 
and any possible riding sites we were considering were put on hold.  It is unknown when the avail-
ability of these sites will become open or when the country gets back on track.  As soon as we know 
anything about a Riding Site, we will let you know.  Many of us are in need of Riding Courses.  You 
are NOT being penalized if anything in your Levels Program requirements has expired after January 
1st, 2020.  You have a grace period until December 31st, 2020 to take any necessary courses to be-
come current.  
 
 Take care of your health and stay safe when you are allowed to ride, 
 
      Dominick and Diane 

CORONAVIRUS AND RIDING 

Dominick & Diane 

Desiato 

District  

Educator 
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 Hopefully things will soon get back to normal and we can start riding and taking trips on our mo-
torcycles.  Let's review how we should be thinking about the potential of encountering animals when rid-
ing.  One of the things you should considering when scanning the roadway is also looking for animals.  Dif-
ferent environments (city vs. country) or time of day (sunrise or sunset) might determine what type of ani-
mals you should be looking for.  
 
 In a city environment you are more likely to see the common dogs and cats and squirrels.  In the 
country you will also possibly see deer, armadillo, raccoons, turtles and possums.  There are other possibili-
ties, but I think you get the idea. 
 
 Each animal type has its own individual movement characteristics.  Deer, armadillo, raccoons and 
possums are more likely to show up at dusk or dawn.  Different animals react differently when they see (or 
don't see) you.  Knowing how different animals react determines what type of strategy you are going to use to deal with 
them.  
  
 I will now cover some of the more common animal encounters.  A dog usually wants to chase you.  Don't let the 
approaching dog scare you to where you begin to veer away from it and wind up hitting something else (like an approaching 
car).  The dog really doesn't want to catch you.  He is just mesmerized by your motion.  Simply maintain your composure 
and course, downshift a gear, and accelerate away from the dog.  A cat usually will maintain a fast direct course straight 
across the road.  A squirrel will run back and forth and back and forth.  A squirrel is best dealt with by ignoring it and leaving 
its fate up to God.  Armadillos and possums don't see very well so they usually will not try to get out of your way until the 
last moment.  Deer are probably the most dangerous because they approach quickly, usually from between bushes or trees 
without warning.  They are big enough to cause some real damage.  Braking or swerving are your only options with a deer.  
 
 Of course there are other animals I haven't mentioned but the aforementioned are some of the most com-
mon.  Remember if you choose to swerve to avoid an animal you can not also be on the brakes.  In a swerve you are on the 
side of your tires with a lot smaller tire contact patch on the roadway and centrifugal force is already pushing out on your 
bike.  The tires can't handle the extra stress of also braking.   
 
 Decisions when dealing with an animal have to be made quickly.  If you begin to swerve to avoid the animal but it 
becomes evident you are going to hit it away, quickly straighten up the bike and do not hit the brakes.  You do not want the 
nose of your bike down if you hit the animal.  You are more likely to lose control if the nose is down.  Get back on the throt-
tle and knock the animal out of the way.  If the animal is already dead you can revert to the dirt bike technique of holding 
on to the handlebars, standing  up enough to get your butt off the seat, leaning back, and give the throttle a quick blip on to 
lighten the front wheel as it makes contact with the animal and then quickly close the throttle so the weight transfers for-
ward off the rear wheel when it goes over the animal.   I am in no way advocating hitting a live animal when you could have 
avoided it.  But, if you are going to hit it, do it with authority.  This method is your best bet for the smaller animals I listed, 
probably up to the size of a small deer.  Larger animals such as cows, horses, bison, and moose require more creative think-
ing.  Do what you've got to do with those larger animals.  I can't give you all the answers.  What come to mind here is some-
thing I saw in a Mel Gibson movie.  He was on a motorcycle and encountered a semi-tractor trailer rig in his path.  He laid 
the bike down on its side and slid under the trailer, then up righted the bike and continued riding.   But, that's  just the way I 
think sometimes. 
 
 The purpose of this article was just to get you to think ahead.  Safe motorcycle riding is best achieved by having a 
pre-planned  strategy on what you would do under different hazardous situations.  This way of thinking applies to all possi-
ble hazards you might encounter. 
 
      Hope to see you out there riding soon.  Ride safe,  
 

      Dominick 

FOUR-LEGGED HAZARDS 

Skills Enhance-

ment  

Coordinator 

Dominick  

Desiato 
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 We have been married 15 years; combined we have three children and six grandchildren. We enjoy rid-
ing, traveling, teaching and making new friends by participating in GWRRA events. Both of us started riding mo-
torcycles at age 16, Dominick riding for fun and Diane competing in Motocross “Powder Puff” events. 
 
 We both retired from the Hillsborough County Sheriff’s Office as Master Deputies.  Dominick was a Mo-
torcycle Officer for 23 years. He has been an MSF Instructor since 1996, teaching BRC, ERC, ARC, Sport Bike, 
Trike, Sidecar, Can-Am and Slingshot classes. Diane was an MSF instructor and taught BRC classes with Dominick. 
 
 Diane served the Sheriff's Office as a Field Training Officer, Florida State Certified Crime Prevention Prac-
titioner, Special Events Coordinator, Police Tactical Driving Instructor, Explorer Advisor, and Crossing Guard Ad-
ministrator with a staff of 275 employees. 
 
 In 2015, we joined GWRRA, became members of Chapter FL1-A, and the FUN began. We haven't looked 
back. We have made many motorcycle trips across the U.S. with GWRRA friends: from trips to Wing Ding in Bill-
ings, to history tours of Gettysburg, to a ride to the Four Corners of the U.S. We love motorcycling so much we 
have toured many countries in Europe on motorcycles. There is just no better way to travel and see the beauty 
of our land than by motorcycle. 

      
       Dominick and Diane 
   

FROM OUR MEMBERS 
DOMINICK AND DIANE DESIATO 

 The winners of finding the GWRRA number were Susan Ralph in March and Pedro Prado in 
April. They will both be rewarded at our next chapter event, hopefully soon!  
 
 You will note that there is no May calendar in the newsletter, and I’m sure you can guess 
why. Once there is clear direction from the powers that be and we know when we’ll be able to be 
back together again, we’ll publish May. 
 
 I did not receive any bios from members, so Dominick and Diane allowed me to share the bi-
ography section of their Couple of the Year selection submission. Since we’re pretty much able to do 
what we want to do during the lockdown, please consider writing a short bio for our newsletter. 
Even though many of us have been together for years, there are certainly things about our lives we 
haven’t shared.  And those of you who are more recent members or members who cannot attend a 
lot, please help us get to know you better! OK, I’m done begging now.   

FROM THE EDITOR 
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April Antics 
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September 24-26 North Carolina Wings Over the Smokies   Waynesville, NC 

October 1-3  Alabama Monster Mash     Eufaula, AL 

October 8-10  Georgia 2nd Come Ride With Us    Dillard, GA 

October 15-17  Mississippi Medieval 210227 Madness   Gulfport, MS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Happy GWRRA Birthday! 
 

If only one person is listed, his/her spouse joined on a different date and will be listed during the appro-
priate month. 

2020 Upcoming GWRRA Events 

May Chapter Celebrations 

Pedro Prado  May 2 
Joanne Jacob  May 4 
David Lewis  May 4 
Mark Lussier  May 6 
Wilma Bushey  May 8 
Cassie Marion  May 10 
Carol Parham  May 22 
Debbie Lussier  May 23 
Rachel Marion  May 24 
Bob Shrader  May 31 

Tracy & Sharon Dunn  May 1 
Mike & Susan Ralph  May 31 

Jerry & Karen Bradford 
Pedro & Vanessa Prado 
Denny & Jo Lea Shadley 
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