
  

 

Congratulations to Bruce 

Schlimme for his winning cap-

tion for January’s picture of 

Lonnie “wrestling” the gator: 

He has my phone and I 

need it back before Carol 

finds out! 

Bruce received his Dairy 

Queen gift card at the January 

gathering and will be entered 

into the grand prize drawing 

at the Christmas party. 
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Here’s February’s picture.  

Let’s get creative! And a 

caption is NOT “he’s play-

ing Jenga!”  

 

Please email or text me 

with your caption! 
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Joke of the Month 
 

One morning a woman said to 
her husband, “I bet you don’t 

know what day this is.” 
 

“Of course I do,” he 
indignantly answered, going 

out the door on his way to the 
office. 

 
At 11:00, the doorbell rang, 

and when the woman 
answered it, she was handed 
a box containing a dozen long 

stemmed red roses. 
 

At 1:00, a foil-wrapped box of 
her favorite chocolate arrived. 

Later in the afternoon, a 
boutique delivered a designer 

dress. 
 

The woman couldn’t wait for 
her husband to come home. 
“First the flowers, then the 

candy, and then the dress!” 
she exclaimed when he 

walked the door.  “I’ve never 
had a more wonderful 

Groundhog Day in my whole 
life!” 

 

 Well, 2021 has started off very well for our Chapter. We have had good times 
already. We have had our monthly gathering, weekday rides, Friday night dinner 
meets, weekend rides, ice cream gatherings, strawberry shortcake ride and birthday 
celebrations. It doesn’t get much better than that! 
 
 We had a great time at Shrimp R Us in Welaka. We stayed overnight in Pa-
latka and the motel’s location was very similar to the Best Western we stay at in Ft. 
Myers. It is located on the river with a bridge crossing the river on the right. We had a 
good dinner at Corky Bells (recommended by John and Margaret) and then we had a 
lot of fun celebrating New Years! More good food and libations and sparklers! We are 
planning to do it again next year and stay over there two nights and do some riding.  
Don’t miss it! We visited Goodson Farms on one of our weekday rides. The strawber-
ries were delicious. We do plan on going again in the next month or so. The ride to 
Lake Placid was so much fun! Jaxon’s on the Lake was really good and the murals 
were spectacular. It is an adorable town and it is the Caladium Capital of the World.  I 
hope someday they bring back the Caladium Festival. All our weekly dinner meets 
have been well attended and lots of fun. The restaurants we have been frequenting 
have been very helpful in seating our 20+ people.  It isn’t easy finding a place to 
house us all on a Friday but we have been doing pretty well.  
  
 It has been cooler riding weather and everyone seems to enjoy it.  I know that 
I have used my long johns quite a bit and will keep them out for a while.  
 
 The Florida District Rally is coming up March 18, 19 and 20. We have our 
room confirmed already and a good time will be had by all.  We will be in the Talent 
Show, Best Shirt Contest, Chapter Challenge, Banner Contest and Chapter Pride Con-
test.  There will be vendors to get whatever you need for your motorcycle or for your-
self.  Hopefully you can all go for the three days or two days or one day.  Whatever 
the case each day is a good day at a rally. The $10,000 will also be given out at the 
rally.  Keeping our fingers crossed that one of our Chapter members wins!! 
 
 Joanne has instituted a very fun contest this year in the newsletter.  Make 
sure you get your comments in about the front page picture. The best quote wins a 
small prize at the Gathering and then your name will be put in the jar for an even big-
ger prize at our Christmas Party.  Can’t beat it! 
 
 We have some fun stuff coming up this month:  Old Town in Kissimmee, a 
ride to Peck’s in Ozello for Valentine’s Day, the Gathering, an Ice Cream Crawl, Friday 
night dinner meets, weekday rides and more! 
 
 Happy Valentine’s Day!   

     Nan 

Senior Chapter  

Director 

 

Nan Shrader 

 

SENIOR CHAPTER DIRECTOR 

Quote of the Month 
 

Love cures - by both the 

ones who give it and the 

ones who receive it. 
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We had 1 TRC, 1 ERC and 1 
Medic/First Aid Class. 
 
 The total count for the 
year was 136 events with 
2,145 attendees.  Not a bad 
year at all. 
We have some great plans for 
2018 so always keep your eyes 

on the calendar for all of the 
fun stuff coming up. 
In closing thanks to all the 

members of Chapter FL1-A for 

a great year and remember 

we are the BEST Chapter in 

 Spring is almost here and brings great riding weather with it. One month into 
the new year and hoping this year is better than last year. We have continued to 
ride every Wednesday and have gone to dinner every Friday. As time goes on, more 
people have joined us for our rides, dinners and our Gathering.  And we hope more 
join us as we start 2021 with some fun events planned! 
 

 We went to Goodson Farms for strawberry shortcake, it was yummy! On 
Sunday we rode to Lake Placid to see all the beautiful murals. There are 150 murals, 
the city is beautiful and every mural tells a story of the town. Even the trash contain-
ers were painted with a story or scenery.  You may remember we went there for the 
Caladium Festival a few years ago. It was very hot and there was lots to see, so we 
didn’t even realize how plentiful and historic the murals were. If you have never 
been, it is a must-see.  
 
 Mark your calendars for the 41st Florida District Gathering of Wings on 
March 18-20, 2021 in Altamonte Springs. For further information you can email me 
at vcummings71@yahoo.com. 
 

 Have a great month and be safe. 

   Vicki 

 Winter in Florida is short and with the temperatures on the rise 
Spring should be here soon. With that being said, be on the lookout for new mem-
bers now that more bikes are out and about. 
 
 The Florida District rally is right around corner so get registered and plan on 
having lots of fun! Volunteers are needed; any help is welcome. 
 
 See you on the road on our next adventure. Until then ride safe. 

 

  Bruce 

 

Assistant Chapter  

Director 

Vicki Cummings 

 

ASST CHAPTER DIRECTOR 

MEMBERSHIP ENHANCEMENT 

Membership En-

hancement Coordi-

nator 

Bruce Schlimme 

 

Chapter FL1-A Tampa "A" Team Gold Wing Road Riders 

mailto:vcummings71@yahoo.com
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Chapter-FL1-A-Tampa-A-Team-Gold-Wing-Road-Riders/181455088628228
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 Everyone who rides a motorcycle must continuously evaluate their own 
physical and mental ability to ride a motorcycle.  You can’t put a magic number on 
what age a rider should stop riding a two-wheel motorcycle, switch to a trike or sidecar rig, or stop 
riding altogether. 
 
 Physical limitations can happen at any age. Injuries or physical limitations acquired outside 
of riding can limit your ability to ride a motorcycle. Things such as bad knees, a bad back, or a bad 
neck are just a few examples. 
 
 Mental limitations can also happen. Some prescription drugs can affect your mental proc-
ess, slowing down your reaction time. Constant loss of memory is another thing to consider when 
riding a motorcycle. 
 
 You must regularly evaluate yourself. Taking a Riding Course every three years is a perfect 
way to self-access. In a Riding Course, when you are instructed to perform one of the required ex-
ercises, do you “not” want to do it? If you don’t want to do a particular exercise, why don’t you 
want to do it? Is it because you find the exercise too difficult?  All of the exercises in the Riding 
Courses are maneuvers you should be able to perform in order to be a safe rider on the street. Or, 
is it just that you don’t want to take a chance on dropping your bike? No one wants to drop their 
bike.  But, if the reason you don’t want to do a particular exercise is because you can’t do it, then 
maybe it’s time to change what you are riding.  If you are on two wheels it might be time to change 
to a trike or add a sidecar to your motorcycle. 
 
 The important thing to remember is if you decide to change from two wheels to a trike or 
sidecar rig, you should take a one-day course to be trained on the particular handling characteris-
tics of the three-wheel vehicle. There have been crashes by riders who have made the change to 
three-wheels without taking a separate three-wheel course. They did not know what to expect and 
how to react when it came to the overall handling of the new machine. There is a specific course 
for each of the different three-wheel vehicles. Trikes, Can-Ams or Sidecar Rigs all handle differ-
ently, especially under stressful conditions. The time to be surprised and not know what to do is 
not when you are on the Dragon’s Tail going around one of the switch-back curves and you lose 
control. 
 
 Chapter Members should also assess one another. You know each other’s riding abilities 
and physical characteristics. If you are on a ride and observe something out of the ordinary either 
with another member’s riding or how they look physically, you should speak up and inquire as to 
whether or not there is a problem. We are a family and need to look out for one another.  You 
should self-evaluate yourself daily. 
 
 I can teach all of the two- or three-wheel classes and can show you what riding skills you 

need to know for the different types of motorcycles. Your Florida District Educator funds pay for 

the courses. We are here to assist you and help you have a safe and enjoyable experience on your 

motorcycle. 

 Ride safe, 

    Dominick & Diane 
 

SELF EVALUATION 

District  

Educator 

 

Dominick & Diane 

Desiato 
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MORE ABOUT CURVES 

Skills Enhance-

ment  

Coordinator 

Dominick & 

Diane 

Desiato 

 

      
 

 Knowing how to properly take a curve is both for safety and fun. I know I have covered this 
topic before. As long as losing control in a curve remains the "Number 1" reason motorcyclists 
crash, I will continue to bring up this subject from time to time. I might be reaching new members 
or members who didn't read one of my previous articles on the subject. I often 
expand on a subject or give you more useful information on a subject as you will see in this article. 
 
 It all starts with proper entry speed.  Regardless of the severity of the curve all of your 
slowing should occur before you enter the curve.  That means you slow down enough by either 
downshifting or applying the brakes or doing both and having the clutch out when you enter the 
curve. If you pull in the clutch and coast into the turn you are reducing the amount of traction on 
your rear tire (rear tires for trikes). You then have increased your risk of losing rear wheel traction 
and your rear tire could slide out from under you (on a trike they can slide sideways). Coasting with the clutch-in also 
makes the motorcycle or trike drift wider in the curve. You should slow down enough before any curve so you can 
gradually accelerate through the curve, increasing your throttle more after the apex of the curve. This puts more 
downward force (traction) on your rear tire(s). 
 
 I want to talk about what the phrase "apex of the curve" means. A simple definition of "apex" is it is the place 
in a curve where you are no longer entering the curve but now are beginning to exit the curve. I often see that al-
though a rider might know what the written definition of "apex of the curve" means they still don't set up their motor-
cycle properly to execute the procedure. Many riders also know the phrase "outside/inside/outside." That method is 
also used, but you have to know how long to stay in the "outside" track and when to move to the "inside" track of the 
curve and then move again back to the outside track of the curve as you finish. Many riders take every curve as 
though it is a 90-degree angled curve. They start in the outside track and immediately dive into the inside track. That 
only works if the distance from the beginning of the curve is equal to the distance to the middle ("apex")  of the curve 
and then back the same distance to the end of the curve. Cutting back-in early is not too dangerous if the curve is less 
than 90 degrees. On curves that wrap around further than 90-degrees ("late apex turns") is where the danger is. A 
rider who moves to the inside of a "late apex turn" too early will drift too wide and risk crossing over into the oppos-
ing lane of traffic or running off the outside edge of the road, depending on which way the curve turns. The "trick" 
here is to know when to cut to the inside track of the curve as follows:  Enter on the outside track of the curve and 
stay outside until you can see the straight-away at the end of the curve. As soon as you can see the straight-away it is 
time to cut to the inside track and you will finish on the outside track. 
 
 I will give you another little "trick" that will work for you on your two- or three-wheel motorcycle that motor-
cycle racers use to keep themselves in a turn. If you find yourself beginning to go too wide in a curve, simply apply a 
little front brake combined with more handlebar input. A motorcycle or trike turns because of the amount of traction 
you are putting (press/push/push-pull on the handlebars) on the front tire. Applying a little front brake puts even 
more traction on the front tire so your motorcycle will turn even sharper. I tell you this method not to suggest you 
ride like a racer, but to improve your riding skills and safety in curves. This method might just save you should you find 
yourself beginning to go too wide in a curve. 
 
 Ride safe and stay in the curves, 
 
 

      Dominick & Diane 
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January 2013 FEBRUARY 2021 

Gathering held at Pach’s Place, 601 S Dale Mabry, Tampa (inside Tahitian Inn) 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 3 
Weekday Ride 
KSU RaceTrac 
@ SR 52 & I 75 
@ 10:30AM 

4 5 
Dinner @ 
Glory Days, 
14457 N Dale 
Mabry. Meet 
there @ 7PM 

6 
 

7 
Lunch Ride  
KSU RaceTrac @ 
SR 52 & I 75 @ 
10:30AM 
 

8 9 10 
Weekday Ride 
KSU RaceTrac 
@ SR 52 & I 75 
@ 10:30AM 
 
 

11 12 
Dinner @ Capri 
Pizza, 19265 N 
Dale Mabry.  
Meet there @ 
7PM 

13 
 

14 
Sweetheart Ride 
to Pecks. KSU 
RaceTrac @ SR 
52 & I 75 @ 
10:30AM 
 

15 16 17 
Weekday Ride 
KSU RaceTrac 
@ SR 52 & I 75 
@ 10:30AM 

18 19 
Dinner @ Hel-
las, 785 Do-
decanese Blvd, 
Tarpon Springs. 
Meet there @ 
7PM 

20 
FL1-A Gathering 
Mission BBQ 
Eat @ 6PM 
Meet @ 7PM 

21 
Ride to Orange 
Cycle Creamery,   
212 E Tarpon 
Ave, Tarpon 
Springs. Meet 
there @ 7PM 

22 23 
 

24 
Weekday Ride 
KSU RaceTrac 
@ SR 52 & I 75 
@ 10:30AM 

25 26 
Dinner @ Whis-
key Wings, 4013 
Tampa Rd, Olds-
mar. Meet 
there @ 7PM 

27 

28 
Ice Cream Crawl 
TBA 

 
 

     

       

Gathering held at Mission BBQ, 5602 W Waters Ave, Tampa 
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January Jaunts 



8 

 

Upcoming GWRRA Events 

March 18 - 20  41st Gathering of the Wings Florida District Rally Altamonte Springs, FL 
   Get Your Leprechaun on for Shenanigans! 

June 29— July 3  Wing Ding 42      Springfield, MO 

Sept. 16 - 18  3rd Annual “Come Ride With Us”   Dillard, GA 
   Georgia District Riding Rally  
 
Sept 30—Oct 2  “Monster Mash” - Alabama District Rally  Eufala, AL 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Happy GWRRA Birthday! 

 
If only one person is listed, his/her spouse joined on a different date and will be listed during the appro-

priate month. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Al Almond  Feb 13 
Lee Partain  Feb 14 
Tom Sing  Feb 25 
Keith Huskey  Not for a few 
     years 

Lonnie & Carol Parham   Feb 12 
Dominick & Diane Desiato   Feb 14 
Ron & Lois Dring    Feb 25 

None this month 
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