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Joke of the Month 
 

Teacher:  “What are the 
Great Plains?” 

 
Student:  “The 727, Concorde 

and the F-16.” 

 
 

 Hi Everyone!  It is Fall according to the calendar! Rainy season should 
be over and more riding is on the horizon. 
 
 We had a lot of great riding this past month. We started out at Wings 
Over the Smokies and several of us stayed at the Cardinal Inn in Maggie Val-
ley. It is a great place to stay. Bruce has raved about it over the years and he 
was indeed correct. The two sisters who own it went out of their way to make 
us feel comfortable, welcome and special. We are anxious to stay there again 
next year. We did beautiful rides each day we were there after a pretty good 
ride up to the mountains. We did do a few hours that were a bit wet from the 
hurricane but that builds character!! The rally was a lot of fun as usual and I 
won $100.00, which helped pay for some of the things I bought!! 
 
 We rode to Buc-ees in Daytona. A few members of the Daytona Chap-
ter met us for lunch and then we headed over to the gas station. I guess we 
could call it a gas station but it is really a destination. They sell gas of course, 
but then it becomes a whole other experience once you enter the building. We 
bought nuts, fudge, coolers, trinkets and ice cream. Maybe one day they will 
put one over on our coast. It was a great day with a terrific ride added in. 
 
 Dinner on Friday nights is always a fun time. We usually have 20+ 
members and most of the places we frequent are really happy to have us. We 
hit Crump’s the last couple of weekday rides. It is such a favorite with all of us 
weekday riders that it seems we just keep heading in that direction. It is a 
beautiful area and the food and service are excellent. 
 
 We have moved our trip to the Retired Horse Farm up a few weeks. It 
is still pretty warm and with it being a fairly long ride we figured the cooler 
weather would make it a bit more pleasant. We are still working on plans for 
the Rider Cup and I will keep you updated on that. 
 
 Claudia Vega and Ron Jackson were our instructors at the Medic First 
Aid class on Sunday, September 20th. It was an excellent class and as always 
we learned some new things and refreshed our memory on others. Seventeen 
of our chapter members attended. 
 
 We had a few guests at our last Gathering. Claudia and her cousin, 
Robert, attended as well as long-time GWRRA members, Dave and Wendy 
Silverstein. It was a pleasure to have them join us. 
 
 Some upcoming information: FL2-G, Ft. Myers, is having their auction/
rally on Saturday, November 20th. I plan on changing our meeting to the week 
prior. We have our trip to Ft. Myers for the Edison House and we plan on at-
tending Shrimp R Us on New Year’s. I hope you can join in all, some or one.  
The more the merrier. 
 

 Remember, recruit new members when you can and keep having fun. 

      Nan 

Senior Chapter  

Director 

 

Nan Shrader 

 

SENIOR CHAPTER DIRECTOR 

Quote of the Month 
 

Nothing can dim the light 

that shines from within. 
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We had 1 TRC, 1 ERC and 1 
Medic/First Aid Class. 
 
 The total count for the 
year was 136 events with 
2,145 attendees.  Not a bad 
year at all. 
We have some great plans for 
2018 so always keep your eyes 

on the calendar for all of the 
fun stuff coming up. 
In closing thanks to all the 

members of Chapter FL1-A for 

a great year and remember 

we are the BEST Chapter in 

 We have beautiful riding weather coming up. Please join us every Wednesday 
and on a weekend day. A group of us went to Maggie Valley and we had a wonderful 
time, with only two days of rain.  Even though I can’t ride yet, I rode up in my car and 
followed the bikes on the Blue Ridge Parkway.  
 
 One night when we were out to dinner a large group of bikers came in.  The 
group was called Broken Chains. We asked one of the women what that meant.  She 
said it’s for people who have gone through divorce, substance abuse, grief, anything 
that breaks the chains in your life. It’s a large support group that I found that very in-
teresting. Most of the bikers looked to be our age and most of them rode Harleys. 
There were only a few Gold Wings. I guess that proves that Wingers are happier!! 
 

 Besides doing the weekly rides, we also went to Daytona for lunch and  to 
check out Buc-ees, the Villages and Russell Stoves.  See you soon! 

 

    Vicki 

 October is a month with little rain and cooler temperatures, rallies 
are happing all over and Chapter A has two overnighters on the calendar. 
If you are like me, riding in cool weather and meeting new people at rallies is what rid-
ing is all about. 
 
 We have a lot of great members in our Chapter. We have lots of fun, tons of 
camaraderie, great riding and just a plain great time! With this in mind, let’s see if we 
can get some more folks to join us in the fun. 
 
 Please always have a couple of flyers describing our great organization so 
when you see motorcycle riders you have all the information right at your hands. I 
have handed some flyers out at some places you may not expect but you just never 
know when you might run into someone who is interested. 
 
 Nan puts all our information at our local Honda Dealership, Powersports, on 

Florida Avenue. She places brochures in all of the Gold Wings, Spyders and other 

bikes, along with her business card and current Chapter newsletter.  If If you have any 

other places you would like to place flyers, please let me or Nan know. Let’s spread 

the word that Chapter FL1-A is the chapter to join! 

 Don’t forget about your raffle tickets—they pay for the classes we all enjoy and 
need to maintain our levels. 
 
 Keep the shiny side up and I will see you on the road. 
 

     Bruce     

 

Assistant Chapter  

Director 

Vicki Cummings 

 

ASST CHAPTER DIRECTOR 

Chapter FL1-A Tampa "A" Team Gold Wing Road Riders 

MEMBERSHIP ENHANCEMENT 

Membership  

Enhancement  

Coordinator 

Bruce Schlimme 

 

Visit our web-
site 

www.fl1a.org 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Chapter-FL1-A-Tampa-A-Team-Gold-Wing-Road-Riders/181455088628228
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Hello all, 
 
 An MFA class was conducted on Sept. 19th in the Tampa area. There were 20 
Members present including myself and my wife, Diane. The class was taught by GWRRA 
Members Claudia Vega and Ron Jackson. The class was exquisitely presented and en-
joyed by all in attendance. Our last Riding class was conducted on July 27th in Ocala. It was 
a hot one so we will hold off on scheduling any more Riding classes until the end of Octo-
ber or beginning of November. I am compiling a list of Chapters or Members that would like 
an ARC or TRC when we resume scheduling. Send me an email if you want to be put on 
the list. The money generated from the sale of our Raffle Tickets by you pays for these 
training classes. 
 
 Florida District Riding and MFA classes are available upon request to maintain your 
Levels status.  For ARC and TRC classes contact Dominick at Dominickflde@gmail.com.  
For MFA classes contact Claudia at rvega19854@gmail.com. 
 

     SLOW CONTROL OF YOUR 2-WHEEL WING 
 
      As Florida District Educator I am getting plenty of opportunities to interact with our 
Members when it comes to Rider Training. One important aspect of Gold Wing Riding 
Training is knowing how to control your two-wheel Wing at slow speeds. This would include 
any slow tight turns as well as slow U-turns, and even riding slow in a straight line while in 
slow moving traffic. 
 
 I have talked with many of our Members about slow riding techniques and have 
concluded that many Members do not know the proper technique to use to control the Gold 
Wing during slow maneuvers. There are publications and videos that will explain how to 
ride a motorcycle slow but I have not seen any material that specifically addresses the Gold 
Wing. 
 
 What I am about to suggest to you on how to ride you Gold Wing slowly did not 
come from any one source.  It is a combination of riding techniques I have learned over the 
past 29 years with information supplied from MSF (Motorcycle Safety Foundation), IPTM 
(Institute of Police Technology and Management) and our own GWRRA Riding Curriculum. 
 
     To properly ride any motorcycle slowly and under control you must first totally change 

your natural mental process. When you drive a car it is natural and instinctive to go for the 

brake pedal if you feel you are moving too fast to make a turn. That braking process is re-

active. When we use the rear brake on our motorcycle to control our speed during a turn, 

the braking process must be proactive. That means if you know you are getting ready to 

make a slow tight turn, you must begin the process by first applying the rear brake pedal 

before you even begin to move. You then will begin to apply enough throttle and release   

 

 

Continued on next page 

LEVELS CLASSES AVAILABLE and 
 SLOW CONTROL OF YOUR TWO-WHEEL WING 

District  

Educator 

 

Dominick & Diane 

Desiato 

 

mailto:Dominickflde@gmail.com
mailto:rvega19854@gmail.com
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SLOW CONTROL OF YOUR TWO-WHEEL WING (Cont’d) 

  

the clutch into the friction to pull the bike forward against the drag of the rear brake. The 

bind you put between the rear brake and clutch in the friction zone with throttle will sta-

bilize the motorcycle and help prevent it from tipping over. If you are in the process of 

making a slow tight turn such as a U-Turn, this method of operating the rear brake and 

clutch will cut down the diameter (overall distance) it will take to complete the turn. If 

during this process you feel like your bike is getting ready to tip over, apply even more 

throttle, release more clutch, and apply more rear brake pedal. A clue that you need 

more of this action is the fact that you feel like your bike is starting to tip over. If you 

have a DCT Model Gold Wing, your method of control would be applying throttle 

against the rear brake as needed. In either case, do not put any fingers on the front 

brake lever and do not use the front brake during slow maneuvers. If you hit the front 

brake during a slow tight turn your front end will dive down and your bike will tip over. 

 The method I have just described works best on a motorcycle where the rear 
brake pedal application is independent from the front brake. When you are able to only 
apply the rear brake, the front wheel stays light enough to turn easily. As you know, our 
Gold Wings have Linked Brakes. That means that when we attempt to apply only the 
rear brake, the Linked System applies one side of the front brake also. This creates a 
little more challenge to making a tight turn. If one side of the front brake is also being 
applied the front forks will compress down placing more drag (traction) on the front tire.  
It will take more muscle on your part to turn the front wheel, but turning tight is still do-
able. 
 
 I know what I have just described might sound strange. To better illustrate my 
point lets speak in car terms. What I have just told you to do is to put on your car’s 
emergency brake and then apply the accelerator to make a turn. That doesn’t make any 
sense if you are driving a car but, it is exactly the method you want to use to control 
your Wing at slow speeds. Working the rear brake against the clutch and throttle also 
works when you are in stop-and-go traffic riding real slow. You will be able to ride your 
Wing slow in a straight line without continuously having to put your feet up and down or 
dragging your feet on the ground. 
 
 You can try this technique I have described on your own in an empty parking lot 
or wait and join me at one of our Riding Classes. 

      
 Ride Safe!! 
 
 

    Dominick & Diane 

  
 
 
 
 
 

District  

Educator 

 

Dominick & Diane 

Desiato 

 



6 

 

 Let’s first define what Engine Braking is. Engine braking is slowing down your motorcy-
cle or trike by down shifting into a lower gear and letting the clutch out slowly to slow down the 
bike. 
 
 Now let’s talk about different reasons riders engine brake. Some do it for the noise. If 
they have loud pipes on their bike they like the loud backing down sound of the engine. Some 
riders engine brake to help aid the braking system of the bike to slow the bike down during slow-
ing or stopping. Other riders engine brake to slow the bike down to a proper entry speed for a 
curve and choose the gear they want to enter the curve with. You might also engine brake to 
slow your bike down when you are approaching a stale red light, anticipating the light will turn 
green before you arrive, and thus you will be in the correct gear to continue on your way without 
stopping. 
 
 Let’s now discuss the advantages and disadvantages of the examples I have given. If 
you are engine braking for the noise, that is your choice as long as while you are doing so you 
are not also compromising your safety, as I will explain. If you are engine braking to aid with your 
stopping think about what  you are doing mechanically to your bike. When you routinely engine 
brake for normal stopping you are putting unnecessary wear and tear on your bike’s drive train 
components. That means extra stress on your engine, clutch, chain, shaft or belt. The chain or 
belt is being stretched unnecessarily or your drive shaft u-joints are being put under extra stress. 
The clutch is engaging a moving fly wheel to slow the bike down, adding extra contact and wear 
on it. To replace any of the components I have listed costs much more than just having to re-
place a set of brake pads. You are talking hundreds if not thousands of dollars to replace the 
engine and drive train components as opposed to replacing a $40.00 set of brake pads. 
 
  Now let’s discuss the safety aspect in engine braking to slow down your bike. If you 
have to brake hard you should be using the Threshold Braking Method. That means you are put-
ting the brakes on as hard as you can to the point just before the tires begin to skid. If you also 
engine brake you are risking breaking the rear tire loose and skidding because of the extra 
stress you just added to the rear tire. Most of the modern-day motorcycles have ABS (Antilock 
Braking System). That means the braking system will take over if you accidentally apply too 
much brake pressure and either tire begins to skid. The ABS system will not let the tires skid if 
you are using brakes only. If you add engine braking incorrectly at the same time you are using 
the brakes you could lock up the rear tire. You have defeated the purpose of having an ABS 
System. The ABS System cannot correct the rear wheel skid if the reason you are skidding is 
because you let the clutch out too fast or at the wrong speed in the wrong gear. Remember, if 
you are using engine braking to set up a proper entry speed before entering a curve, get the 
clutch back out before you begin to lean. When you lean over for the curve your rear tire is now 
on its edge with much less tire surface area touching the road. There should be no more engine 
braking stress applied on your rear tire once you are in a lean. The extra stress on the rear tire 
caused by engine braking along with the centrifugal force being applied to your rear tire could 
cause the rear tire to slide out from under you. 
 
 Engine Braking…..or not.  Now you know the pros and cons.  What will be your choice? 

 
 Ride Safe!! 

      

    Dominick & Diane 

ENGINE BRAKING… OR NOT 

Skills Enhance-

ment  

Coordinator 

Dominick & 

Diane 

Desiato 
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January 2013 

OCTOBER 2021 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 
Dinner @  
Shells,2101 E 
Fowler Ave. 
Meet there @ 
7PM 

2 

3 
Sunday Ride 
KSU RaceTrac @ 
SR52 & I75 @ 
10:30AM 

4 
 

5 6 
Weekday Ride 
KSU RaceTrac @ 
SR52 &I75@ 
10:30AM 
 
 

7 8 
Dinner @  
Codys, 11202 W 
Hillsborough 
Ave.  Meet 
there @ 7PM 

9 
FL1-A Gathering 
Mission BBQ 
Eat @ 6PM 
Meet @ 7PM 

 
 
 

10 
Ice Cream @ 
Orange Cycle 
Creamery, Tar-
pon Springs. 
Meet there @ 
7PM 

11 12 13 
Weekday Ride 
KSU RaceTrac @ 
SR52 &I75@ 
10:30AM 
 
 

14 15 
Dinner @  
Yiannis, 514 
Dodecanese, 
Tarpon Springs. 
Meet there @ 
7PM 

16 
 
 
 

17 
Punch Card 
Ride. KSU Race-
Trac @ SR52 & 
I75 @ 2PM 
 

18 19 
 

20 
Weekday Ride 
KSU RaceTrac @ 
SR52 &I75@ 
10:30AM 

21 
 

22 
Dinner @  
Hungry Harry’s, 
3116 Land 
O’Lakes Blvd. 
Meet there @ 
7PM 

23-24 
Weekend Ride 
TBA 

24 25 
 

26 27 
Weekday Ride 
KSU RaceTrac @ 
SR52 &I75@ 
10:30AM 

28 29 
Dinner @  
Whiskey Wings, 
4013 Tampa 
Road.  Meet 
there @ 7PM 

30 
 

31 
Picnic Ride & Hal-
loween Mask Con-
test. KSU RaceTrac 
@ SR 52 & I75 @ 
10:30AM 

      

Gathering held at Mission BBQ, 5602 W Waters Ave, Tampa 
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SEPTEMBER SOIREES 
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Upcoming GWRRA Events 

Sept 30—Oct 2  “Monster Mash” Alabama District Rally   Eufala, AL 
 
October 21-23  “Pajama Party” Mississippi District Rally   Gulfport, MS 
 
January 1, 2022  Florida District First Ride of the Year 
   Shrimps-R-Us      Welaka, FL 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy GWRRA Birthday! 
 

If only one person is listed, his/her spouse joined on a different date and will be listed during the appro-
priate month. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Randy Fancher  October 4 Al & Tania Almond October 12 

None this Month 

RECIPE OF THE MONTH 
7-UP COBBLER BAKE 

 
2 cans (21 ounce size) cherry pie filling 
1 package (16 ounce size) yellow cake – mix, stirred with a fork to break up 
clumps of mix 
1 can (12ounce size) 7-up 
 
Preheat the oven to 350 degrees. 
Pour the cherry pie filling in the bottom of a 9X13 inch baking dish. 
Sprinkle the cake mix (dry) evenly over the top of the pie filling. 
Slowly pour the 7-up over the cake mix. 
Bake for 45 minutes at 350 degrees. 
Serve warm with ice cream or whip cream. 
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